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Late Freedom Fighter 

Bhai Chhannusingh Chandele (Bhaiji) 
 

Great freedom fighter Bhai Chhannusingh Chandele alias Bhaiji was born on 

6
th

 August 1906. From the beginning he had a soft corner towards the needy people 

and social related issues. He always took initiatives to help the people who were facing 

injustice. Bhaiji supported and helped in strike of mill workers, when he was just 12 

years old. He was attracted towards independence movement at very young age. He 

used to read the books which were banned by British officials. In 1920 National 

Conference was held in Solapur. Bhaiji was impressed by the speeches in conference 

and he started propaganda against goods from foreign. Because of divide and rule 

policy of British, Solapur was experiencing tense between Hindus and Muslims. The 

riots were also taken place. 



At the age of 18- 19 Bhaiji called the meeting of Hindu and Muslims and he 

tried for maintaining the peace and got succeeded. At the age of 21 Bhaiji actively 

participated in youth - league movement and he became member of National 

Congress. He started awareness in youths regarding freedom movement. In May 1930 

British arrested Mahatma Gandhi and the reaction was taken place in Solapur also. 

Mill workers started strike. On 8
th

 May 1930, the people from Solapur took a big 

procession. Angry people ablaze police station and session court. From 8th May 1930, 

Solapur was the only city in our country that had enjoyed freedom for 3 days before 

the Independence Day 1947. Tricolour was hoisted on Nagarpalika. British declared 

Marshall Law in Solapur immediately. British hanged Freedom Fighters Jagannath 

Shinde, Kurban Hussain, Malappa Dhanshetti and Sri Kishan Sarda. Bhaiji was 

sentenced for 7 years and sent to Bijapur jail because of participation in agitation. 

In prison Bhaiji came in contact with renowned freedom fighters like Nariman 

Munshi, Dr. Jivraj Mehta, Umashankar Dixit, Mataprasad Mishra, Soli Batliwala 

etc.Bhaiji escaped to Hyderabad ststeoe he would have made him fifth Martyr of 

Solapur. Discussions among these freedom fighters helped Bhaiji a lot.It developed 

his vision and accordingly he planned many actions for freedom movement. His wife 

and father died in 1933 and 1936 respectively. 

In 1936 Bhaiji was released from jail. He started organization of farmers with 

name of Kissan Morcha in Solapur District. He also started unionism of milk workers, 

beedi workers. He started agitation for releasing the political leaders from jail and was 

again arrested by British. During the conviction period he started hunger strike against 

the British, who used to beat the peoples in jail. The then president of Congress 

Subhashchandra Bose came to Pune and because of the intervention of the leaders the 

orders were passed to stop beating the political leaders in jail. During this period his 

house and properties were seized by the British Government which left his children 

without shelter. 

During the period of Second World War Bhaiji was again arrested and sent to 

Nashik jail. In 1942 he was released. Mahatma Gandhi has started quit India 

Movement. Because of the active participation in movement Bhaiji was again arrested 

by British. He was sent to Yerwada jail, Pune and was kept in an isolated cell in 

“Danda Bedi” with harsh punishments. This cell was also called as “Phansigate “The 

freedom movement was at the peak. Bhaiji was so disturbed and made plan and took 



lead to run away with other 3 freedom fighters Kisan Veer,M.D.Vibhute,Pandu Master 

and Baldevprasad Gupta in the shower of bullets by Britishers from from Yerwada jail 

and he succeeds which is historical escape from strict British surveillance. After 4 

months he was again arrested. After nearly a year in his isolated cell,Mridula Ben 

Sarabhai with advice of Mahatma Gandhiji met Bhaiji and gave him Rs.1500 and 

helped him move to a normal prison.Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel came personally to jail 

to agree him for contesting Solapur Assembly elections .In the year 1945 he started 

work of INTUC. He also started Union for workers from sugar factory. In the year 

1946 Congress nominated him for Assembly Election. He won the election with great 

margin. In 1949 he became president of INTUC. He continued the tenure up to 1962. 

As a trade union leader, he made his great contribution. In the year 1948 Solapur 

spinning and viewing mills was closed. Bhaiji was trying for the government should 

take control of the mill. Because of his continuous efforts government passed the 

orders of nationalization of the textile mills. It was the first experiment of such kind. 

In the year 1950 Bhai Chhannusingh became president of Solapur district 

Congress. He was honoured to hoist the First Tricolour after Independence in front of 

collector office on 15 August 1947. In 1953 Solapur experienced draught situation. 

Bhaiji made arrangement in such a way that there was no scope for the people 

complaint. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru visited Solapur and he appreciated the efforts of 

Bhaiji. During 1953 to 1957 the leaders of opposition started United Maharashtra 

movement. The people have supported the movement and they boycotted Congress 

leaders except Solapur because of the leadership of Bhaiji. In the Assembly election 

of 1957, because of the efforts and hard work of Bhaiji Congress candidates again won 

the election. He also played very crucial role in Marathwada Liberation Day 

(Hyderabad Mukati Sangram,17th Sept ) was started on 13th Sept 1947.Bhaiji was 

entrusted by Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel to lead police action from Naldurg side of 

Solapur. He courageously accomplished this task with his  organizing skills 

.Shri.Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel acknowledge his skill and courage publicly and visited 

Solapur to meet him. 

Bhaiji became a powerful leader in Maharashtra. He was called as Tiger of 

Maharashtra due to speech skills .During his visit to England as representative of India 

as Senior leader send by India , he was discharged as Congress District President when 

he was representing our country. This disappointed Bhaiji and he resigned Congress. 



He started work for freedom fighters and he also started organisation of freedom 

fighters. His efforts and continuous follow-up forced government to start various 

facilities for freedom fighters. 

In 1965 Indiraji Gandhi became Prime Minister and Bhaiji again he was associated with 

Congress. Because of some illness Bhaiji lost his eyesight, but it was never affected his work. 

He was very active for Congress and the other people across our country India. He died in 

1985. He sacrificed his whole life for the service to the country till his last breathe. As a great 

freedom fighter, trade union leader, voice of common peoples he would never be forgotten. He 

gave his only dedication towards country and people of the country. The selfless work and 

sacrifices of Chhannusingh and his family members in the freedom struggle of our nation have 

been immense. Bhaiji legacy and his thoughts are continued by his son Shri.Hemusingh 

Chandele a social worker and Senior Congress leader along with his family members under 

Bhai Chhannusingh Chandele Trust and Priyadarshani Trust,Solapur 

1. Vision and Mission 

 

 

 

Vision: 

 

 

To build a cadre of young competent social work professionals having global 

perspective and strong value base of personal integrity, who strive toward sustainable 

development. 

 

Mission: 
 

 

● To prepare social work professionals with the knowledge, social values and skills 

needed to initiate, innovate and bring sustainable change. 

● To provide a platform to encourage young people to learn, to think, innovate and solve 

grass root challenges. 

● To promote individual dignity, respects diversity and peace. 

● To explore the Social Work education & professionalism & its ethics, by providing 

holistic approach education through excellence of field-work practices, Social Work 

research & Administration. 

 

2. History of College: 



Bhai Chhannusingh Chandele alias Bhaiji was one of the leading freedom fighter from 

Solapur. The British Government punished him with rigorous imprisonment for 14 years. He 

was privileged with hoisting First National Flag on 15
th

 August 1947 in Solapur. He served the 

country as a trade union leader and was also Member of Legislative Assembly. His legacy is 

continued under the visionary leadership of President Shri. Hamirsingh alias Hemuji Chandele, 

who established the Trust. Bhai Chhannusingh Chandele Smruti Kendra (Bhai Chhannusingh 

Chandele Memorial Trust) is one of the leading social organizations in Solapur. 

The trust established Bhai Chhannusingh Chandele College of Social Work in 1994, with 

the ideology of Bhaiji' who inspired to help and educate the poor and needy people belonging 

from rural area as well as urban area and to train and develop social workers in our country with 

professional social work skills . Trust's objective was to uplift the society by providing various 

services. The Trust's lecture series is famous in Maharashtra which is held every year. Prominent 

orators from Maharashtra and Country attended the series and delivered the lectures on various 

issues particularly secularism, labor, women, national integrity etc. Trust's realized the need of 

training of professional social work and started the social work college in 1994. At the beginning 

the college was affiliated to Shivaji University, Kolhapur. From the establishment of Punyashlok 

Ahilyadevi Holkar Solapur University, Solapur in 2004 the college has got affiliation with it. 

From the beginning the college gave admission on the basis of merit. Various curricular 

and extracurricular activities are being effectively implemented through various committees for 

the overall development of students. The College is engaged in developing professional social 

workers. College is delivering effective knowledge, empowering skills, and unique techniques 

for developing professional attitude and aptitude in youths of our country who are interested to 

pursue their career in the area of professional social work. The college is committed to the task 

of developing civic consciousness and a sense of social responsibility in the students. The 

curriculum has a broad sweep which helps the student to develop a holistic and ecological 

perspective. Classroom learning is reinforced and enriched through Social Work Practicum 

where students learn through first-hand experience and MSW Final year students have research 

project work which develops an understanding about the scientific approach. It also builds 

humble attitude, use of library and documentation and acquire the skills for data analyses and 

research writing. The college strives to provide socially relevant education, whereby it moulds 

not only "professionals", but also responsible citizens of the country. 



The college have legacy of merit, as students secure place in university merit list every 

year. The institution has fully qualified faculty members as per UGC rules and regulations. The 

college has signed many MoUs with the different GOs, Industries and NGOs for the holistic 

development of the students through field exposure and learning. 

The institution provides experiences in the field through social camps and different 

social awareness programs, through field visits, students get knowledge and experience in 

urban social life and professional social work intervention also in industry. 

The college provides ample infrastructure like classroom with IT facilities, a 

resourceful library, and a computer lab with Wi-Fi facility, an individual / common counseling, 

seminar hall, boy's hostel, a girl's common room with needful facilities and parking. 

































 

Name of Program:  Shifting of College to new campus  

Objectives: To shift the college in new building  

Outcomes:  The college requested the university for the permission 

of shifting of college to new campus. Accordingly the 

university appointed expert committee for spot visit 

and checking the facilities. The said committee 

recommended for granting shifting permission to the 

college from AY-2024-25. As per the letter from 

university the college shifted to new campus situated at 

Survey no. 103 (Gr. D, Vidi Gharkul, Hyderabad Road, 

Solapur. 

Date: 13/01/2024  

Time: 11.00AM 

Venue:  Gr. D, Vidi Gharkul, Hyderabad Road, Solapur. 

Participants: University Expert Committee, Management and Staff 

Faculty Coordinator:  Mr. S.B. Gaikwad Sir  

Acting Principal:  Mr. S.B. Gaikwad Sir  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 


